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stock, though it occasionally contains min-
erals. Artesian wells are very common in
all regions where surface water of good
quality is not easily obtained. In the semi-
arid districts of
the United
States, as well
as in some other
parts of the
world, they are
also used f orD
obtaining water
for irrigation.
In South Da-
kota there are
numerous arte-
sian wells for
Irrigating, hav-
ing a flow of from 2,000 to 4,350 gallons per
minute. For the method of sinking artesian
wells, see well boring.
ARTHROP'ODA, or ARTICULATA, the
sixth family of the animal kingdom, so
named because the bodies of its members are
in joints or segments. Each segment, in
typical form, carries two appendages which
are jointed and which perform special func-
tions. Some are suckers; some are used in
swimming, and others are jaws, organs of
sense or savage, defensive weapons. There
is an organ which resembles a heart, but the
blood returns to it through the tissues of the
body and not through the veins. The Arthrop-
oda possess a well-organized nervous sys-
tem, and usually have either simple or com-
pound eyes. Many species of Arthropoda
are parasitic in their life, and in this case
they lose the use of many of their organs,
some of which disappear entirely. The
Arthropoda compose a large and important
branch, chief among them the insects, the
spiders and the crustaceans. The reader
should consult the articles crustacea,
ajrachkida, m^rxapoda; insects, and the
numerous articles therein referred to.
ARTHUR, chester alan (1830-1886),
twenty-first President of the United States,
one of the five Presidents who have attained
the nation's highest office by succession from
the Vice-Presidency, Arthur succeeded to
the Presidency in 1881, on the death of G-ar-
field. He was born at Fan-field, Vt., of
Scotch-Irish parentage, his father being pas-
tor of Baptist churches in Vermont and New
York, He was graduated from Union Col-
lege, Seheneetady, K. Y,, in 1848, studied
 law and practiced successfully in New York,
becoming conspicuous as counsel in the fa-
mous Lennon case, which resulted in giving
negroes equal rights with whites in New
York City street cars. During the Civil War
he was commendably energetic, as quarter-
master-general of New York, in the raising
and equipping of troops.
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For his activity in Republican polities,
Arthur was afterward made collector of cus-
toms for the port of New York, and was
reappointed in 1875. He thereafter identi-
fied himself with the Conkling or "Stalwart"
faction in the state of New York, and with
the Conkling-Grant wing of the party in
their 1880 campaign (see cockling, Ros-
coe) . In that year,
as a concession to
this faction, which
was defeated, he
was nominated for
Vice-President, and
upon the death of
President Garfield
in 1881 became
President.
Arthur's some-
what questionable ,Vj
activity in partisan
politics, which had
continued during?
his term as Vice- chester a. arthur
President, suddenly ceased, and his adminis-
tration was a creditable record of honesty
and fearlessness. The chief events of his
term of office were the appointment and
report of a tariff commission, action, against
polygamy and Chinese immigration, agita-
tion in favor of an increased navy, and the
passage of the Pendleton Civil Service Act.
Other events of importance were the holding
of the Atlanta Cotton Exposition, the eonv

